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1. Executive Summary

223 14,726 3 +1,124%

Total Activities Participant Engagements Academic Years Internship Growth
Feb 2023 — Jul 2026 Estimated across all years 2023-24 | 2024-25 | 202526 2022-23 to 2024-25

This report presents a comprehensive statistical analysis of activities delivered by the Career
Development Centre (CDC) at Soran University during three consecutive academic years: 2023-24,
2024-25, and 2025-26 (partial, through July 2026). The analysis is based on 223 recorded activities

encompassing approximately 14,726 participant engagements.

The report documents programme performance across multiple activity categories, evaluates year-
on-year trends in activity volume and participation, identifies structural and operational challenges,
and provides evidence-based recommendations to support future planning and institutional decision-

making.
While overall activity volume and participation declined across the reporting period — largely
attributable to institutional resource constraints — the internship programme demonstrated

exceptional growth, increasing from 49 placements in 2022—-23 to 600 placements in 2024-25. This
trajectory represents a cumulative growth rate of over 1,100% and signals strong student demand for

employment-oriented initiatives.
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2. Data Overview and Scope

2.1 Data Source and Collection Methodology

Data were collected and maintained internally by CDC staff throughout the reporting period. The
data set spans from February 2023 through July 2026, encompassing all activities formally recorded
by the Centre. Activity records include the type of activity, approximate participant numbers, and the

academic year in which the activity was conducted.

Total Recorded Activities (2023-2026): 223 across three academic years

Total Estimated Participant Engagements: Approximately 14,726

2.2 Scope and Limitations

The data presented in this report covers all CDC activities formally recorded during the three-year
reporting period. It should be noted that participation figures for the 2025-26 academic year are
preliminary, as the academic year remains on-going at the time of publication. Final figures may

differ from those presented herein.

Additionally, participant numbers represent estimated engagement counts rather than individually
verified attendance records, which is consistent with standard institutional reporting practices for

large-scale events and multi-session programmes.
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3. Year-on-Year Activity Analysis

3.1 Activity Volume and Participation Metrics
Participant engagement at the Career Development Centre declined progressively across the three
academic years covered by this report. The following chart illustrates the relationship between

activity volume and total participation by year.

Year-on-Year Activity Volume and Participant Engagement
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Metric 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 (Partial)
Total Activities 165 49 9
Estimated Participants 8,371 4,282 1,315
YoY Change — Activities Baseline —70.3% —81.6%
YoY Change — Participants Baseline —48.8% —69.3%*

* 202526 figures are partial and subject to revision upon year-end data consolidation.
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3.2 Analysis and Interpretation

Estimated participation fell from 8,371 in 2023-24 to 4,282 in 202425, representing a year-on-year
decrease of approximately 48.8%. Participation declined further to 1,315 in 2025-26 (partial data).
The number of activities conducted followed a parallel downward trajectory, declining from 165 to

49 to 9 over the same period.
Several structural factors account for this trend:

* Reduction in Activity Volume: Fewer activities were organized across successive years,

directly reducing opportunities for student participation.

« Budget and Resource Constraints: Limited financial resources restricted the CDC's capacity

to organize large-scale events, engage external speakers, and produce promotional materials.

+ Staffing Limitations: Insufficient staffing reduced the Center's operational capacity, limiting

the number of activities that could be planned and delivered concurrently.

» Absence of Dedicated Facilities: The lack of a permanent venue for workshops and seminars

created scheduling difficulties and reduced the frequency and accessibility of events.

3.3 Positive Indicators Amidst the Decline

Notwithstanding the overall decline in activity volume, several high-impact programscontinued to
attract substantial audiences. The Induction Weeks for first-year students each recorded
approximately 1,500 participants, while the Internship Programme 2025 engaged 600 students — the
highest attendance for any voluntary career-development initiative in the dataset. These outcomes
confirm that student demand for career-related services remains strong when programsare well-

targeted and adequately supported.
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4. Activity Type Distribution by Academic Year

4.1 Academic Year 2023-24
The 2023-24 academic years represented the CDC's most operationally active and programmatically
diverse period, with 165 activities delivered across 11 distinct activity categories.

Activity Type Distribution — Academic Year 2023-24
(Total: 165 Activities)
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Number of Activities

The largest category was programs (29 activities), followed by Internal programs (25) and Seminars
(24). Together, these three categories accounted for nearly half of all activities conducted during the
year. Training Sessions (22 activities) constituted a further significant component, reflecting a strong
institutional emphasis on professional skills development. Community and volunteering initiatives
(12 activities) and Competitions (11 activities) broadened the Centre's engagement model beyond

academic and career programming.

The breadth of activity categories in 2023-24 reflects a deliberate diversification strategy and

corresponds to the highest participation figures recorded across the reporting period.
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4.2 Academic Year 2024-25

Activity Type Distribution — Academic Year 2024-25
(Total: 49 Activities)
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The CDC recorded 49 activities during the 2024—-25 academic years — a 70.3% reduction compared
with the preceding year. Seminars emerged as the dominant category with 11 activities, indicative of
a strategic shift toward lower-cost, calculable event formats. Internal programs and International
programs each recorded 8 and 7 activities respectively, demonstrating continued institutional

commitment and international engagement. Programs

Despite the contraction in total activity volume, the breadth of categories expanded to 13, suggesting
that the CDC maintained a degree of programming diversity even under constrained operational
conditions. Community and Volunteering Activities and Language Courses each accounted for 5
activities, confirming their continued role in the Centre's programming portfolio.

CDC Activities Report 2023—-2026 Page



Soran University | Career Development Centre | Statistical Report 2023—-2026

4.3 Academic Year 2025-26 (Partial Data)

Activity Type Distribution — Academic Year 2025-26
(Partial: 9 Activities)
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The CDC recorded 9 activities during the 2025-26 academic years through July 2026, representing
the lowest activity volume across the three-year reporting period. Training and Seminars were the
most frequently conducted activity types (2 each), while International Programmes, Language

Courses, Orientation, Festival, and Job-Fair each recorded one activity.

A notable feature of the 2025-26 portfolio is the inclusion of a Job Fair and a formal Orientation
programme. While each was recorded as a single event, both are high-impact formats with the
potential to engage large student cohorts and directly advance the CDC's core mission of career
readiness and employability. This suggests a strategic reorientation toward fewer but higher-impact
activities, the full effect of which will become more apparent upon completion of the academic year.
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5. Highest-Attended Activities

The following analysis identifies the ten activities that recorded the highest attendance across the full
reporting period, providing insight into the types of programming that most effectively engage the

student population.
Top 10 Highest-Attended CDC Activities (2023-2026)

Induction Week — First-Year (Dec 2025) 1,500

Induction Week — First-Year (Dec 2024) 1,500

Internship Program 2025 _ 600

2nd Workforce Development Forum (Feb 2025) 300

Job & Business Fair — Soran+Tishk (May 2025) 300

Planting 1,000 Trees (Oct 2023) 290

Body Language Workshop (Feb 2025) 200

The Power of Giving Seminar (Nov 2024) 200

Kurdistan Flag Day (Dec 2023) 200
Il = 500 participants
200 Il 300-499 participants

I < 300 participants

Art Exhibition (May 2024)

250 500 750 1000 1250 1500 1750
Number of Participants

o

Activity Year Participants
Induction Week — First-Year Students (Dec 2025) 2025-26 1,500
Induction Week — First-Year Students (Dec 2024) 2024-25 1,500
Internship Programme 2025 2024-25 600
Second Workforce Development Forum (Feb 2025) 2024-25 300
Job and Business Fair — Soran & Tishk (May 2025) 2024-25 300
Planting 1,000 Trees / Powering the Future (Oct 2023) 2023-24 290
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Body Language Workshop (Feb 2025) 2024-25 200
The Power of Giving Seminar (Nov 2024) 2024-25 200
Kurdistan Flag Day (Dec 2023) 2023-24 200
Art Exhibition (May 2024) 2023-24 200

5.1 Key Observations
The two Induction Weeks for First-Year Students recorded the highest attendance figures in the
datasets (1,500 participants each). These events derive their reach from their university-wide

relevance and their role in orienting all incoming students to university services and resources.

The Internship Programme 2025 ranked third with 600 participants, representing the highest
attendance for any voluntary, career-focused activity. This figure significantly exceeds the fourth-
ranked event and underscores the strong student demand for work-based learning and employability

programming.

A second cluster of activities — including the Second Workforce Development Forum, the Job and
Business Fair, and the Planting 1,000 Trees initiative — attracted between 290 and 300 participants,
demonstrating consistent student interest in professional development and community engagement.
The remaining activities each recorded 200 participants, indicating steady engagement across a

variety of programme formats.
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6. Internship Programme Performance

The internship programme represents the most significant positive performance trend recorded by

the CDC across the reporting period. Growth in placement numbers has been continuous and

accelerating, in marked contrast to the overall decline in activity volume and participation.

Internship Programme — Placement Growth (2022-2025)
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CDC Activities Report 2023—-2026

Page



Soran University | Career Development Centre | Statistical Report 2023—2026

6.1 Analysis of Growth Trajectory
The number of internship placements increased from 49 in the 2022-23 baseline years to 109 in
2023-24, representing a 122.4% increase. This initial growth phase indicates that the programme

was gaining institutional structure and visibility.

The most substantial expansion occurred between 2023-24 and 2024-25, when placements rose
from 109 to 600 — a 450.5% increase within a single academic year. This dramatic acceleration
suggests enhanced employer partnerships, increased institutional privatization, and strong student

uptake. Over the full reporting period, cumulative growth exceeds 1,100%.

The internship program's trajectory stands in clear contrast to the general decline in CDC activity
levels. This divergence suggests that targeted, employment-focused programs with direct career
relevance are capable of sustained growth even under conditions of broader resource constraint. The
programme should accordingly be regarded as a strategic priority and a model for future CDC

development.

7. Operational Challenges

The decline in overall CDC activity levels and participation is attributable to a set of interconnected
structural and operational challenges that have persisted throughout the reporting period. These

challenges collectively constrain the Centre's capacity to plan, deliver, and sustain its programming.

7.1 Absence of a Dedicated Physical Facility

The absence of a permanent, purpose-built CDC facility constitutes one of the most significant
operational constraints. Without a fixed venue, the Centre is dependent on shared or temporarily
available rooms across the university campus. This arrangement creates scheduling conflicts,

reduces operational flexibility, and limits the frequency and scale of activities that can be organised.
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A dedicated space would enhance the CDC's institutional visibility and accessibility, encouraging
on-going student engagement, walk-in consultations, and a stronger sense of institutional identity.

The current arrangement impedes these outcomes and reduces spontaneous participation.

7.2 Insufficient Operational Budget

Limited financial resources directly constrain the scale and quality of CDC programming. Costs
associated with guest speakers, training materials, event logistics, transportation, and promotional
activities are difficult to sustain within the current budgetary framework. As a result, the CDC is
frequently required to prioritize lower-cost activities, even where larger-scale programs would more
effectively serve student needs. This constraint also limits the Centre's ability to pursue long-term

planning and establish high-profile partnerships.

7.3 Staffing Constraints

The CDC currently operates with a limited number of staff who are required to fulfil multiple
concurrent responsibilities, including event planning, student advising, employer coordination,
administrative functions, and performance reporting. This multifaceted workload reduces operational
efficiency, limits the number of activities that can be delivered simultaneously, and places
considerable pressure on existing personnel. Over time, staffing constraints have contributed to a

slower pace of programme development and reduced institutional outreach.

7.4 Weak Inter-Departmental Coordination

Effective career development services depend substantially on systematic collaboration with
academic departments, faculty members, and administrative units. Coordination between the CDC
and other departments remains inconsistent, resulting in missed opportunities for integrating CDC
activities within academic schedules, uneven promotion of events, and scheduling conflicts that

directly reduce participation and programme reach.
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7.5 Absence of a Decision-Making Framework for External Engagements

The CDC currently lacks a formalized and consistent framework governing the invitation of external
public figures and speakers to institutional events. The absence of standardized procedures —
defining eligibility criteria, approval pathways, and alignment requirements — introduces
inefficiencies into the planning process and increases the risk of inconsistent outcomes. A formal
policy in this area would improve planning efficiency, ensure alignment with CDC objectives, and
enhance the overall quality and institutional impact of events.

7.6 Regional Conflict and Its Impact on CDC Performance

The reduction in activities carried out by the Career Development Centre in 2025-5 was influenced
by the regional escalation of tensions among neighbouring countries. The temporary closure of
universities, and the weather conditions coupled with uncertainty regarding future developments,
affected operational planning and constrained our ability to implement a number of planned

programs and activities within the intended timeframe.
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8. Statistical Summary

Summary Statistics — Career Development Centre (2023-2026)

Metric 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 (Partial) Total
Total Activities 165 49 9 223
Estimated Participants 8,371 4,282 1,315 14,726 (est.)
Activity Categories 11 13 7 —
Internship Placements 109 600 — 758+
YoY Activity Change Baseline -70.3% -81.6% —

YoY Participation Change Baseline —48.8% —69.3%* —

* 2025-26 data is partial (through july 2026); final figures may differ.

8.1 Downward Trend in Activity Volume and Participation

The data confirms a clear and sustained decline in both activity volume and participant engagement
across the reporting period. Total activity numbers peaked at 165 in 2023-24 before falling to 49 in
2024-25 and 9 in 2025-26 (partial). Similarly, total participation declined from an estimated 8,371
in 2023-24 to 4,282 in 2024-25 and 1,315 in 2025-26. This pattern is consistent with the
operational challenges identified in Section 7 and confirms the direct relationship between

institutional resource allocation and programme delivery capacity.

8.2 Exceptional Growth in Internship Placements

In contrast to the general downward trend, internship placements increased from 49 in 2022-23 to
600 in 2024-25 — a cumulative growth rate exceeding 1,100%. This represents the strongest
positive performance trend in the datasets and demonstrates that focused, career-oriented initiatives

can achieve significant expansion even under conditions of broader resource constraint.

CDC Activities Report 2023—-2026 Page



Soran University | Career Development Centre | Statistical Report 2023—2026

8.3 Reduction in Programme Diversity

Activity diversity, measured by the number of distinct activity categories, decreased from 11
categories in 2023-24 to 7 in 2025-26 (partial). This narrowing of the programming portfolio
reflects resource-driven prioritization rather than a deliberate strategic specialization. As categories
consolidate and some disappear, the CDC's ability to serve diverse student needs and interests is

correspondingly reduced.

9. Recommendations

The following recommendations are informed by the statistical evidence and operational findings
presented in this report. They are structured according to implementation timeline to support both

immediate recovery and long-term institutional development.

9.1 Immediate Priorities

1. Establish a Permanent CDC Facility

Allocating a dedicated physical space is the most urgent operational requirement. A permanent venue would
improve the Centre's visibility and accessibility, enable regular programming without dependence on shared
rooms, and strengthen the CDC's institutional identity on campus.

2. Increase Institutional Funding Allocation
The current operational budget is insufficient to sustain the scope and quality of programming required to
meet student demand. An increase in allocated funding would enable more frequent events, improved

materials and logistics, stronger speaker engagement, and more effective outreach and promotion.

3. Expand Staffing Capacity
Recruiting additional staff is essential to reduce workload pressure on current personnel and improve the
quality and quantity of service delivery. A larger team would support simultaneous programme management,

enhanced employer relations, and more effective student advising.

CDC Activities Report 2023—-2026 Page



Soran University | Career Development Centre | Statistical Report 2023—2026

9.2 Medium-Term Actions

1. Formalize Inter-Departmental Coordination Procedures
Structured collaboration mechanisms should be established between the CDC and academic departments to
improve scheduling alignment, enhance student awareness of available programs, and ensure consistent

integration of career development activities into academic life.

2. Implement a Centralised Digital Data Collection System
A standardized digital platform for recording all CDC activities — including participant numbers, activity
categories, and programme outcomes — would improve data accuracy, reduce inconsistencies, and support

evidence-based planning and reporting.

3. Formalize and Expand the Internship Programme

The internship program's exceptional growth trajectory should be sustained through the formalization of
employer partnerships, the establishment of annual placement targets, and the development of a structured
programme management framework. Given demonstrated student demand, the internship programme should

remain a central pillar of CDC strategy.

9.3 Strategic Actions

1. Introduce an Annual Career Week
Establishing a flagship institutional event combining job fairs, workshops, employer networking sessions, and
alumni engagement would maximize student participation and significantly increase the CDC's visibility and

impact across the university.

2. Develop a Multi-Year CDC Strategic Plan
A structured long-term strategy — aligned with university-wide priorities and defining clear performance
targets — would guide resource allocation, programme development, and institutional positioning over the

medium and long term.

3. Pursue External Funding and Partnership Opportunities
Reducing dependence on internal funding by establishing partnerships with private sector organization, non-
governmental organization, and development agencies would improve the financial sustainability of CDC

operations and enable larger-scale programming.
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10. Conclusion

The Career Development Centre has delivered substantial institutional value throughout the
reporting period, completing 223 activities and engaging an estimated 14,726 participants across
three academic years. The internship programme, in particular, stands out as a strategic success,
having grown from 49 placements in 2022-23 to 600 in 2024-25 — a trajectory that reflects both

strong student demand and the effectiveness of targeted, employment-focused programming.

At the same time, the analysis reveals a sustained decline in overall activity volume and
participation, which is directly attributable to structural constraints in budget, staffing, facilities, and
inter-departmental coordination. The evidence presented in this report demonstrates clearly that the
current downward trend reflects limitations in operational capacity rather than a decline in student
interest in career development services. The consistently strong attendance at flagship events such as
Induction Weeks and the Internship Programme provides compelling evidence that demand remains
high when programs are well-resourced and strategically delivered.

This report provides an evidence-based foundation for institutional decision-making and future
planning. Addressing the identified operational constraints and investing strategically in high-
performing programs would enable the CDC to significantly expand its reach and impact, and to
further strengthen its role in preparing Soran University graduates for successful and meaningful

professional careers.

End of Report
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